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Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.
On behalf of the Organizing Committee and ADSC, we welcome you to IWM5 here in sunny Seattle.

A special welcome, as always, to our international guests, and to those who join us for the first time.  Later in this session we will review the agenda, both technical and social.  Firstly, however, we should start with a few words about our friend and inspiration, Dr. Fernando Lizzi, who died on August 28 of this year.

I know that some of you have personal anecdotes about Fernando that you will share with us over the next three days.  I would like to take a few seconds to give you a quick summary of his early life, which was extraordinary, and explains so much of his personality and humanity in later life.  This comes from one of his sons, Prof. Fedele Lizzi, whom you will remember from Venice last year.

Fernando Lizzi was born on January 2, 1914 in Castelnuovo di Porto, Italy near Rome.  His father was a civil servant and his mother a housewife, both originally from Apulia, Italy.  The family lived in Castelnuovo for just a few months and then moved to central Italy for another brief period.  When Fernando was aged 4, the family moved to Napoli, where he was raised on the then scarcely populated hill of Vomero.  At age 18, he entered the artillery military academy in Torino and became an officer in the Italian army.  At the end of his academy training in 1936, he was posted to Tripoli, Libya, which at the time was an Italian colony.  During the war, he fought and was injured in 1942 in the battle of Djrababub.  He was then captured by the British army and eventually sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in what was then part of the British Empire, now near the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

During his time as a prisoner of war, given the uncertainty of a military career in a war-losing nation, Lizzi studied civil engineering while in the camp.  He had received some formal technical training in the military academy.  He returned to Italy in 1946, was discharged from the army, and completed the requirement for the Italian degree of engineering (Laurea) in four months. He graduated summa cum laude and was offered a university position, which he renounced due to the need to support his family.  (At the time, a university assistant was not paid during the early stage of an academic career.)

He started to work for the company SACIF in 1947, but shortly afterwards was the first (and for some time, the only) civil engineer of the newly-formed company, FONDEDILE, where he remained as Technical Director for nearly 50 years. During this time, Italy specifically, and Europe generally, were being reconstructed, and the first use of what later was named the "Pali Radice" (Root Piles, Micropiles) technology was seen at the "Scuola Angiulli" in Napoli.  The first international application of Root Piles was seen in Germany in 1952 for the underpinning of Krupp, in Essen-Bochum and then the Kerkini Dam in Greece.  The technique was later applied in hundreds of works by Fondedile in various countries.  Pali Radice have been used extensively in the restoration of monuments, notably Ponte Vecchio in Firenze in 1966.  This restoration was performed just prior to a disastrous inundation that destroyed several bridges in Florence.  The Ponte Vecchio remained intact.  Many restored and rehabilitated structures benefited from the artistic and engineering skill of Dr. Lizzi, e.g., Ponte a Tre Archi di Venezia, campanile di Burano, Hal Hadqua Minaret in Mosul (Iraq), Tempio di Cerere di Paestum, Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris).  Some of the works are described in Dr. Lizzi’s two books: The Static Restoration of Monuments, Sagep Publishers, Genova (1982) (available in Italian and English) and Il consolidamento del Terreno e dei Fabbricati Dario Flaccovio Editore (1989) (in Italian). 

In 2002 in May, the International Workshop on Micropiles held in Venice honored the 50th anniversary of the development of micropile technology.  This conference was dedicated to the Vision of Fernando Lizzi (See August 2002, Vol. XXII, No. 6, pp. 25-32 for details of this workshop), given that so many current practitioners and researchers continue to be inspired by his concepts.

He retired from Fondedile in the 1980s but remained active in consulting and related activities nearly until the time of his death, on August 28, 2003 in Napoli.  He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Italia Fauche', and his sons, Fedele and Fulvia.

